Analysis of chromosome aberrations and sister-chromatid exchanges in peripheral blood lymphocytes of workers with occupational exposure to the mancozeb-containing fungicide Novozir Mn80.
Chromosome aberrations and sister-chromatid exchanges (SCEs) were analyzed in short-term cultures of peripheral lymphocytes of 44 workers occupationally exposed to mancozeb during the production of the pesticide Novozir Mn80 and 30 control persons. The results suggest that mancozeb exposure was associated with a significant increase in the frequencies of cells with structural chromosome aberrations (2.07% vs. 1.10% in the controls), and the number of SCEs per cell (9.19 +/- 1.81 vs. 7.82 +/- 1.04 in the controls).